
2020  ANNUAL  REPORT

PROVIDED BY:  JOANNE SALGE, SR. MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT

ERIN HAWKINS, MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT

W W W . C C L E P C . O R G



The Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) is supported by the City of Corpus Christi,
Nueces County and the Port of Corpus Christi Authority through a five (5) year Interlocal Agreement,
which will be in effect through 2024.
 

The year 2020 proved to be an extremely challenging one, with the arrival of COVID-19 and the
ensuing global pandemic. The normal operations of the LEPC were paused in March, but its goal
remained the same: educating the residents of Corpus Christi and Nueces County about potentially
hazardous chemicals in the community, teaching citizens what actions to take during a chemical
emergency, how to shelter-in-place and/or evacuate and where to find information during a chemical
emergency.
 
Prior to COVID-19 gathering restrictions, the LEPC was able to present information and provide
materials to several organizations including 125 people at the Education Service Center Region 2,
the annual Xeriscape Symposium and the TCEQ Regional Water Resiliency Workshop. The LEPC
attended two in-person meetings of the Coastal Plains LEPC, and a meeting of the Damage
Prevention Council in Alice in January. Once COVID-19 gathering restrictions were in place, public
service announcements on television and radio, a new wrap on the LEPC van, a more active
Facebook page, a redesigned website and numerous online meetings allowed the LEPC to safely
and remotely distribute information. 

OVERVIEW

Chairperson: Chief Robert Rocha, Corpus Christi Fire Department
Vice-Chairperson: Joseph Cantu, Valero Refining Texas LP, Bill Greehey Refineries
Secretary/Treasurer: Rosie Rodriguez, Corpus Christi Fire Department
Local Emergency Planning Committee Coordinator: Joanne Salge
Local Emergency Planning Committee Management Assistant: Erin Hawkins

LEPC Committee Members
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A secondary goal emerged for LEPC: providing materials
and information to various groups operating in the time of
COVID-19. The LEPC assisted in coordinating with Port of
Corpus Christi Authority the distribution of hand sanitizer to
Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients, coordinating a
donation of personal protective equipment from Valero for
local fire departments and recording an audio presentation
for the Corpus Christi Community Advisory Council's drive-
by meetings.Tychem suit donation from Valero 



In addition to public education, the LEPC continues to fulfill its statutory duty as set forth in the
Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA) to collect and maintain annual
Tier II chemical inventory information from facilities in Corpus Christi and Nueces County that use,
store and/or produce hazardous chemicals. The LEPC responds to public requests, as well as first
responders, by providing Tier II information when appropriate. 

The LEPC's scheduled meetings were limited in 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions. Meetings that
did occur either in person or online included: Executive Subcommittee meetings in January and
October, Risk Awareness Subcommittee meetings in February and October, Emergency Response
and Communications Subcommittee meetings in January and October, Pipeline Subcommittee and
General Meetings in January, March and November. Attendance was good at all meetings. 

During LEPC General Meetings, presentations were given by: 

OVERVIEW

Marianne McGee - OSHA
Lynn Allison - Public Information Manager, Flatiron/Dragados LLC, Harbor Bridge Project 2

LEPC General Meetings from early 2020



The Finance Subcommittee oversees the annual operating budget and grant programs. The annual
LEPC budget of $122,153.00 for fiscal year 2019-2020 was approved by the Corpus Christi City
Council. These funds were provided through donations from entities within Corpus Christi and
Nueces County. A request to Corpus Christi City Council was approved to transfer $33,926.39 from
LEPC reserve fund balance to the 2019-2020 operating budget, creating an amended budget of
$156,079.39. These funds were received and facilitated: the purchase of a new podium for the
Corpus Christi Fire Department training room, reprinting of the LEPC activity book, the purchase of
local media spots, the purchase of items for 600 shelter-in-place kits and painting/wrapping the
LEPC van.

  

A revised LEPC contribution schedule, created by an Ad Hoc Finance Committee in 2019 and
implemented the same year, was again followed in 2020. Donations are now being requested from
Tier II reporting facilities, as well as facilities not subject to Tier II reporting requirements but subject
to federal contingency planning requirements. Since the new contribution schedule was adopted,
donations to the LEPC have been maintained and/or increased.

FINANCE

SUBCOMMITTEE

Chairperson: Rosie Rodriguez, City of Corpus Christi Fire Department
Vice-Chairperson: Danielle Hale, Port of Corpus Christi Authority

LEPC van with new paint and wrap
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Thanks to the LEPC's industrial partner, Plains All
American Pipeline, the Corpus Christi Fire
Department received a donation of $4,063.31
through the Plains First Responder Grant
Program. The funds will be used to purchase
equipment for CCFD's Hazmat Team.

Plains All American Pipeline check presentation



RISK  AWARENESS

SUBCOMMITTEE

Chairperson: Sharon Bailey Murphy, City of Corpus Christi
Vice-Chairperson: Theresa Finch, Coastal Bend Council of Governments

The Subcommittee continues to work in cooperation with local business and industry to improve
awareness regarding chemical emergencies and safety, as follows:

Many events and meetings were cancelled in 2020, limiting the opportunity for outreach. The
LEPC did present to the Corpus Christi Community Advisory Council (CCCAC) in February, as
well as provided an audio presentation and informational materials to the CCCAC for goody
bags in October. The LEPC was one of the sponsors of the virtual Coastal Bend Hurricane
Conference in July. 

The Subcommittee purchased television commercial airtime for the "Chemicals are
Everywhere" campaign, which focused on the use, storage and disposal of chemicals in the
home, kitchen and garage. The commercials aired 1,132 times during the months of June and
August 2020.
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Screen grab from "Chemicals are Everywhere" television commercial



RISK  AWARENESS

SUBCOMMITTEE
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The LEPC web page, www.cclepc.org, was updated with new graphics and information tabs.

http://www.cclepc.org/


RISK  AWARENESS

SUBCOMMITTEE

Participation in ReverseAlert, an emergency notification system, went from 20,017 opt-in
particpants in 2019 to 25,694 opt-in participants in 2020, an increase of 28.4% . During the
year, 57 industry alerts were sent out through the ReverseAlert system. The LEPC supported
the City of Corpus Christi's and Nueces County's rip current initiative, which added potential rip
current danger information to ReverseAlert messaging. The LEPC provided more than 21,500
ReverseAlert cards for distribution to the Corpus Christi Convention and Visitors Bureau,
Nueces County, hotels and tourist destinations.  

ReverseAlert Information Card 6

The LEPC Facebook page - LEPC of Corpus Christi and Nueces County - continued to grow.
In 2020, the page doubled the number of likes since being relaunched in 2019.
https://www.facebook.com/LEPCCCNC

Photo from the Port of Corpus Christi Authority
Avery Dock drill, posted to the LEPC Facebook
page - The LEPC participated as a drill observer

https://www.facebook.com/LEPCCCNC


RISK  AWARENESS

SUBCOMMITTEE
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Reserve funds were used to reprint LEPC materials, including ReverseAlert cards, the LEPC
activity book, Pipeline Safety flyers and Shelter-in-place flyers.

LEPC printed materials



RISK  AWARENESS

SUBCOMMITTEE

Other LEPC activities completed in 2020 include:
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In 2020, the LEPC received funding for approximately 600 shelter-in-place kits. The LEPC
delivered 105 shelter-in-place kits to London ISD in November and 47 kits to Joseph T.
Dawson Elementary in December. Each kit includes duct tape, masking tape, a bottle of water,
towel, first aid kit, combination radio/flashlight and emergency contact information in a large
poly bag. All-hazard radios were provided to schools and public facilities for early warning of
chemical incidents or hazardous weather conditions.

Shelter-in-place kits delivered to Joseph T. Dawson Elementary and London ISD

The purchase of a new podium for the Corpus Christi Fire Department training room.

Attending numerous Zoom/WebEx/Go To Meetings online, including with the Damage
Prevention Council.

Completed CPR training.

Donating giveaways to the 
Port of Corpus Christi Authority Wellness Program



RISK  AWARENESS

SUBCOMMITTEE

Collaborated with the City of Corpus Christi's Storm Water Department and Coastal Bend Bays
& Estuaries on the creation of flyers outlining the Do's and Don'ts of Pesticide and Fertilizer
Use.

Collaborated with Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries on the completion of a grant that was started
in 2019, to distribute and collect soil samples from across Corpus Christi. A total of 244
samples were collected. 

Several LEPC members assisted with KLUX's annual pledge drive in March and September.
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LEPC members Roger Smith and Joanne Salge answer phones during KLUX pledge drive



EMERGENCY  RESPONSE

AND  COMMUNICATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE

Chairperson: Juan (Tony) Perez, Corpus Christi Fire Department
Vice-Chairperson: John Perez, Flint Hills Resources

The Emergency Response and Communications Subcommittee (ERC) membership is a combination
of first responders, industry representatives and regulatory agencies which promote preparedness for
a wide variety of potential hazards.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, site visits at major facilities were extremely limited for first
responders. Corpus Christi Fire Department did complete a tour of EPIC. 

Drills and training exercises were also curtailed because of COVID-19 precautions. The LEPC
did observe a fire drill at Flint Hills Resources in January.
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Valero hosted a meeting of the ERC Subcommittee in January, and presented information on
the history of the Valero organization.

The LEPC attended the Paradigm Conference in February. 

ERC Subcommittee meeting at Valero

Paradigm Conference



EMERGENCY  RESPONSE  

AND  COMMUNICATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE
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The LEPC and members of the Corpus Christi Fire Department attended the International
Hazardous Materials Conference virtually. The LEPC continues to work with the International
Fire Chiefs Association (IFCA) Technical Advisory Group. A scheduled all-hazards conference
with IFCA in Corpus Christi was cancelled, with plans to reschedule in 2021.

A three day rail car safety training and drill with Union Pacific Railroad, O.N. Stevens Water
Treatment Plant, Corpus Christi Fire Department, Corpus Christi Police Department, City of
Corpus Christi Emergency Operations Center and area fire departments and agencies -
scheduled for February 2020 - was cancelled because of COVID-19 concerns. Planning for a
rescheduled event began in late 2020, with the new dates of February 9-12, 2021.  

RESCHEDULED
RESCHEDULED

FEBRUARY 2021

FEBRUARY 2021

Several LEPC members participated in the Tule Lake Incident Review, held at the Port of
Corpus Christi Authority.



PIPELINE  DAMAGE

PREVENTION

SUBCOMMITTEE

Several area pipeline companies and organizations are active in the Pipeline Damage Prevention
Subcommittee. This Subcommittee oversees the Corpus Christi Pipeline Ordinance, provides
educational outreach and safety training.

Chairperson: Roger Smith, Dow Pipeline
Vice-Chairperson: Steve Geary, Celanese

A safe digging utility insert was mailed out in April to more than 98,000 Corpus Christi and
Nueces County homes, reminding residents to practice safe digging by calling 811 before
starting any projects.  

During 2020, the LEPC Pipeline Damage Prevention Subcommittee was recognized with
virtual proclamations from the Corpus Christi City Council and Mayor, as well as the Nueces
County Judge and  Commissioner’s Court during Safe Digging Month for efforts to increase
digging safety and awareness in the City of Corpus Christi and Nueces County.
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Radio and television scripts for advertising pipeline safety were developed in 2020, with
production of the commercials to begin in 2021.

Discussions were held with Subcommittee members as well as the Damage Prevention
Council and the Corpus Christi Gas Department about the growing number of line strikes in the
area. Ideas for meeting with companies and individuals at work sites tail-gate style were
discussed but were put on hold because of COVID-19.    

The LEPC joined a virtual program with Texas 811 in
June



EXECUTIVE

SUBCOMMITTEE

Chairperson: Chief Robert Rocha, Corpus Christi Fire Department
Vice-Chairperson: Joseph Cantu, Valero Refining Texas LP, Bill Greehey Refineries

The LEPC Executive Subcommittee meets quarterly to provide support and guidance to all LEPC
Subcommittees. The Executive Committee is comprised of the LEPC Chairperson, LEPC Vice-
Chairperson, the Mayor of the City of Corpus Christi, the County Judge of Nueces County and the
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of each LEPC Subcommittees. The Executive Subcommittee
provides guidance with:

Setting goals and a working budget for each LEPC Subcommittee.

Measuring LEPC Subcommittee goal attainment - some Subcommittee goals are ongoing from
year to year while other items are at 100% attainment.

Ensuring financial stability through grants and donations - the Subcommittee’s direct contact
with facilities and establishing priorities on funding opportunities have led to increased
donations and continued success in securing grants.

Identification and implementation of new projects.

Identification of new industrial partners has increased participation and support. Outreach to
existing companies has increased participation in the LEPC Subcommittees.

WWW.CCLEPC.ORG
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2020  DONORS

The LEPC does not receive federal, state or local tax dollars. The LEPC is completely funded
through donations, grants, sponsorships and interlocal agreements. The LEPC thanks the following
entities for their generous donations and support:
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Admiral Linen Service
Air Liquide
Air Products LLC
Alamo Concrete Products LTD
Arnold Oil Company
AT&T
Atlantic Aviation
BASF Bishop Plant
Buckeye Partners LP
CC Battery
Celanese
Christus Spohn
CITGO Refining and Chemicals
City of Corpus Christi - Allison Wastewater Plant
City of Corpus Christi - Animal Care
City of Corpus Christi - Broadway Wastewater Plant
City of Corpus Christi - Cefe Valenzuela Landfill
City of Corpus Christi - Gas Department
City of Corpus Christi - General Services
City of Corpus Christi - Greenwood Wastewater Plant
City of Corpus Christi - International Airport
City of Corpus Christi - Laguna Madre Wastewater Plant
City of Corpus Christi - Marina
City of Corpus Christi - ON Stevens Water Treatment Plant
City of Corpus Christi - Oso Wastewater Plant
City of Corpus Christi - Whitecap Wastewater Plant
Coastal Transport Company, Inc
Commercial Metals Company
Corpus Christi Asphalt Terminal - Valero
Corpus Christi Independent School District
Corpus Christi State Supported Living Center
Dawkins On-Site LLC
Double Play Oil and Gas
Dow
DPC Industries Inc

Elementis Chromium LP
Enbridge
Enterprise Products
Excaliber Minerls Inc
Flint Hills Resources
Flour Bluff Independent School District
Gavilon
Genesis Energy - Corpus Christi
Groendyke Transport Inc
Gulfmark Energy
H.E. Butt Grocery Company - HEB
Haas Anderson Construction LTD
HD Construction Supply
Helena Chemical Company
Javalina Gas Processing Plant - MarkWest
John Bludworth Shipyard
Kirby Inland Marine LP
Koch Carbon LLC
Koch Pipeline Company
Koch Sulfur Products Company
Lamar Oil and Gas Inc
Lyondellbasell - Corpus Christi
Magellan Terminal Holdings LP
Magnum Producing LP
Matheson - Corpus Christi
Maverick Terminals
NET Mexico Pipeline
Nueces Bay LP
Nueces County
Nueces County WCID #4 - Port Aransas
Nueces Electric Cooperative Inc
NuStar Logistics LP
Oil Patch Petroleum
OXEA Bishop LLC
Plains All American



2020  DONORS
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Port of Corpus Christi Authority
POTAC LLC
Repcon Inc
Republic National Distribution Company
Republic Services
Schlitterbahn Waterpark and Resort
Sherwin Williams
South Texas Water Authority
Southcross CCNG Transmission
SPC Distributors
STX Beef Company
Sun Coast Resources
Sunbelt Rentals
Texas Molecular
Texas Petroleum

The Home Depot
The Maker's Oil Company
The University of Texas Marine Science Center
TNT Crane and Rigging - Corpus Christi
UniFirst Corporation
Univar USA Inc
Urban Oil and Gas Group LLC
US Ecology Texas
Valero Refining - Corpus Christi
Valicor Environmental Services
Valley Solvents and Chemicals
Vertex Energy Inc
Vision International
Waste Connections - Corpus Christi 

Henry Gonzalez presents a donation to the LEPC on behalf of NuStar Logistics

The LEPC does not receive federal, state or local tax dollars. The LEPC is completely funded
through donations, grants, sponsorships and interlocal agreements. The LEPC thanks the following
entities for their generous donations and support:


